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Meet Our Presenters

Stacie Zimmerman 
Asst. Director of School 

Counseling 

Elizabeth Tanaka
Professional School 

Counselor 

Taheera Shelton
Professional School 

Counselor 

Jennifer Morovitz
Professional School 

Counselor 



Your child's team!!

The Student

Counselor

Teachers

Administrators

Case Managers

Parents
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What is different at the Middle School campuses?

• Arrival time is 8:50am and Dismissal is 4:10pm

• Students do not line up for classes

• Bell schedule includes passing periods (5-7min)

• Tardies are counted after the first couple of 
days/weeks

• Dismissal is the bell and students walk outside

• No car Rider tags needed. Students need to 
be actively looking for family car at car rider area
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Elementary to Middle School



What stays the same?

Attendance

Grading Scale

Skyward

Schoology

Summer School Program
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Elementary to Middle School



Lunch Time

Lunch seat is first come first serve

All 6th graders have the same lunch period

Snacks are sold for an additional cost

Lunch period is 30-35 min

Parents are welcome to visit their child 
during lunch
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• Middle School Courses
• Each student will have 7-8 courses (7-8 teachers with different expectations)

• No out-classes but students will have two electives (shared with 7th and 8th grade)

• Advisory period-used for SEL, intervention, announcements

• Resource classes are not pull-out, they are class periods for Math and ELA (ARD)

• Inclusion Course sections will have an additional teacher for support (ARD)

• Class periods are about 50-55 minutes

• STAAR Requirements include Reading, Math, Science (8th) and Social Studies (8th)

• PE is required and student will purchase uniform and combination lock

• Kickstart is an option for PE- limited seats

• Students must be in attendance a minimum of 90% of the days after enrollment in the course

• Morning Tutorials offered

• Naviance-College and Career Readiness Program

• No Tuesday folders-encourage to email teachers 8
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Being Successful 
in Middle School

• Establish a homework routine with 
your student

• Practice good organizational skills

• Use school issued planner

• Encourage students to write 
down due dates for upcoming 
tests and assignments

• Follow up and check for 
consistency.

• Consider a Family Wall Calendar as 
an added effort to keep up with 
tasks

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

https://ggwash.org/view/65437/urbanists-near-you-are-organizing-are-you-ggwash-housing-digest
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Elementary to Middle School
Being Successful in 

Middle School

• Communication is essential

• Read Campus Newsletters

• These are typically 
emailed to parents as 
well as posted on the 
campus website

• Stay abreast of important 
events via campus website

• Email teachers and view 
their teacher webpage

• Talking Points (text 
message from teachers)



Elementary 
to Middle 
School

Being Successful in Middle School

Skyward

• Check student grades regularly

• Parents are able to personalize settings to 
receive alerts regarding missing or low grades

• Report Cards and progress reports are 
uploaded in Skyward under Portfolio

Tutorials

• Check with teachers to determine tutorial 
schedules

• Before or After school

• You don't have to fail to attend tutorials



Next stop…
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.picserver.org/h/high-school.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What is different at the High School 
campuses?

• Tardy bell is 7:30am and Dismissal is 2:45pm

• 7 or 8 periods in the day depending on campus

• Bell schedule includes passing periods (5 min)

• Tardy after 20 minutes is considered absent. 3 tardies equal 
one absence.

• Students may lose credit due to absences.

• Grade level is based on credits. No grade level promotion.

• Three lunch periods, A, B, C, decided based on 5th period 
course.

• Students served by last name alpha or grade level 
determined by campus.
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What stays the same?

Attendance

Grading Scale

Skyward

Schoology

Summer School Program
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Good to know:

• Get to know your case manager and counselor

• Know where to locate teacher contact info.

• Stay up to date on student progress.

• Get your student involved early in a sport, club, 
organization, etc.

• Attend freshmen summer camp

• Request to walk your schedule the week before 
school.
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Locating the Course 
Selection Guide

https://www.fortbendisd.com/courseselection



• Found in Course Guide, Page 118
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High School Grade Levels

✓ Credit for a class is earned if the student 
receives a grade of 70 or higher.

✓ A one- semester course (Speech/Health) is 
worth 0.5 credit. If a student fails a semester 
course, the student must retake the entire 
course to earn credit.

✓ A full-year course is worth 1.0 credit. If a 
student fails one semester of a multi-
semester course, the student only retakes 
the semester that was failed, or they can 
credit average by bringing up the grade of 
the passing semester to counteract the failing 
semester (Both semesters must average to a 
70 or higher for the year)



•On-Level

•AAC (formerly Pre-AP) – Classes meant to 
prepare students for AP courses.

•AP(Advanced Placement)- Allows students to 
take college-level exams to earn college credit 
while in high school.

•Dual Credit- Allows high school students to 
simultaneously earn high school and college 
credit at the same time, Course Guide, Page 125.
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Academic Options & GPA

Course Guide, Page 119
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Credit Requirements for Graduation

Course Guide, Page 4-7



Students must pass the following assessments in order to graduate:

5 STAAR EOC Exams

- Algebra I

- Biology

- English I

-English II

-U.S. History
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Testing Requirements for Graduation

Retesting is available over the summer and in December.
Course Guide, Page 122



• Speech

• Health

• PE (Dance, JROTC, Athletics, Band)

• Foreign Language I

• Foreign Language II

• Fine Art (Dance, Floral Design, Band, Orchestra, Choir, Art, Theatre)

• Additional TEA Requirements- Peace Officer, CPR, FAFSA/TAFSA
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Required Electives & Additional TEA 
Requirements for Graduation
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Endorsements

Course Guide, page 4
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Endorsements ~ Multidisciplinary Studies

• Students may select a variety of electives to satisfy this endorsement

• Complete the 4x4

- 4 Math Required Electives

- 4 Science 5 Additional Electives

- 4 Social Studies

- 4 English

• 4 credits in AP or Dual Credit

• 4 advanced courses that prepare you for the workforce
Course Guide, page 60



24

Endorsements ~ STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math)

Course Guide, page 10

Must take Algebra II, Chemistry and Physics for all
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Endorsements ~

(RCTC- Reese Center 
Application Required 
with prerequisites)

Course Guide, Page 18

Industry level 
certifications 
available 



26

Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 19
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 19
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 19
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 38
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 41
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 44
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 44
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 44
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 47
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, Page 49
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Endorsements ~

Course Guide, starts on 
page 54
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Course Guide, Page 6
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